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Send articles for “The Fun One”  to: 

Barb Westcott 

1808 Franklin St. 

Bellevue, NE  68005-3456 

Fax: 402-397-2306 

E-mail: barbwestcott@cox.net 

 
 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
15 Jun  Boating Safety Class 

22 Jun  Flotilla Picnic at Barclay’s home  

23 Jun  Boating Safety Class @ Cabela’s 

29 Jun  Boating Safety Class 

04 Jul  Independence Day 

15 Jul  Flotilla 1 Meeting 

03 Aug  Coast Guard Birthday Celebration 

  at Lake Manawa, Site #6 
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Want to see more pictures?  
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unit= 
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JUNE 2013 

 

As we approach the anniversary of the birth of our nation, let us all 
take time to reflect upon the sacrifices that those patriots made that 
ensured we would be able to live in freedom.  In the last 237 years our 
country has engaged two world wars, insurrections, police actions and 
other skirmishes too numerous to mention, both classified and  
unclassified.  In each of these incidents, an American gave his (or her) 
life so that we could enjoy the lifestyle we do.  The United States Coast 
Guard has played an important role in that ongoing endeavor. 
 
Most of us have seen the film footage of the Higgins boats taking the 
Marines toward the beaches on Iwo Jima resulting in the famous  
photograph of the flag-raising on Mount Suribachi.  What many do not  
realize is that many of the helmsmen on those landing craft were 
Coast Guard men.  The defenders of the island knew that if the boat 
didn’t make it to the beach there were 36 less Marines they had to 
worry about.  As a result the helmsman had his head exposed to see 
where he was going at the blazing speed of 9 to 12 knots. 
 
So, as the anniversary of the birth of the Coast Guard, the Auxiliary 
and the United States of America draws near, let us all take a moment 
to reflect on the sacrifices our forefathers made on our behalf and give 
thanks. 
 

Respectfully 

 

Jim Westcott  

FC, 8WR-33-01 
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News Release 
Date: May 13, 2013 

U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters 

Contact: Headquarters Public Affairs 

Office: (202) 372-4630 

 

U.S. Coast Guard releases 2012 Recreational Boating 

Statistics Report 
 

Report shows lowest number of fatalities on record,  

overall drop in accidents and injuries 

 
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Coast Guard released its 2012 Recreational Boating Statistics Monday, revealing 

that boating fatalities that year totaled 651, the lowest number of boating fatalities on record. 

 
From 2011 to 2012, deaths in boating-related accidents decreased from 758 to 651, a 14.1 percent decrease; 

injuries decreased from 3,081 to 3,000, a 2.6 percent reduction; and the total reported recreational boating  

accidents decreased from 4,588 to 4,515, a 1.6 percent decrease. 

 
The fatality rate for 2012 of 5.4 deaths per 100,000 registered recreational vessels reflected a 12.9 percent  
decrease from the previous year's rate of 6.2 deaths per 100,000 registered recreational vessels. Property  

damage totaled approximately $38 million. 

 
"We're very pleased that casualties are lower, and thank our partners for their hard work over the past year," 

said Capt. Paul Thomas, director of Inspections and Compliance at U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters. "We will 

continue to stress the importance of life jacket wear, boating education courses and sober boating." 

 
The report states alcohol use was the leading contributing factor in fatal boating accidents; it was listed as the 

leading factor in 1;7 percent of the deaths. Operator inattention, operator inexperience, improper lookout,  

machinery failure and excessive speed ranked as the top five primary contributing factors in accidents. 

 
Almost 71 percent of all fatal boating accident victims drowned, with 84 percent of those victims not reported 

as wearing a life jacket. Approximately 14 percent of deaths occurred on vessels where the operator had  

received boating safety instruction. The most common types of vessels involved in reported accidents were 

open motorboats, personal watercraft and cabin motorboats. 

 
The Coast Guard reminds all boaters to boat responsibly while on the water: wear a life jacket, take a boating 

safety course, get a free vessel safety check and avoid alcohol consumption. 

 
To view the 2012 Recreational Boating Statistics, go to http://www.uscgboating.org/statistics/

accident_statistics.aspx. 

 
For more information on boating responsibly, go to http://www.uscgboating.org/. 

 

Continued on the next page 

mailto:CoastGuardPublicAffairs@uscg.mil
http://www.uscgboating.org/statistics/accident_statistics.aspx
http://www.uscgboating.org/statistics/accident_statistics.aspx
http://www.uscgboating.org/
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News Release  

 
Coast Guard restricts traffic on the upper  

Mississippi River 

 
NEW ORLEANS – The Coast Guard Captain of the Port of St. Louis has restricted 

traffic on the Mississippi River in response to high water, Monday. 

 

The upper Mississippi River is closed to all traffic from mile marker 179 to mile 

marker 184 near the St. Louis Harbor. Fleet vessels are permitted to operate in the zone 

to ensure the safety and integrity of their fleets. 

 

The Coast Guard encourages mariners to ensure that moored vessels and barges are 

adequately secured with the anticipation of increased current and high water. Debris 

may be an increased hazard to navigation and may drag buoys off station. 

 

Exercise caution when dislodging debris from fleeting areas and communicate the 

same to downstream fleets. South-bound operations are not recommended unless a ves-

sel is 75 feet or more in length and has a minimum of 1,800 horsepower. 

 

All mariners are advised to exercise caution when in close proximity to railways when 

navigating toward the river bank. The increased level of caution is to ensure the safety 

of railway systems near the river’s edge. 

 

All concerned mariners may contact Coast Guard Sector Upper Mississippi River at 

314-269-2332 or the Coast Guard on VHF-FM radio channel 16. 
### 

Date: Jun 3, 2013 

U.S. Coast Guard Eighth District External Affairs 

Contact: U.S. Coast Guard Heartland 

Office: (618) 225-9008 

http://www.uscg.mil/
http://www.uscg.mil/d8/sectumr/
mailto:uscoastguardheartland@gmail.com
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Continued on the next page 

 

Brownell Talbot Students on  

“Wear your Life Jacket to Work Day” 
 

Pictures by Bob Goetschkes 

Flotilla 1 member Bob Goetschkes 
used the “Wear Your Life Jacket to 
Work Day” as a teaching aid on the 
proper way to wear and use life 

jackets. 
 
Can you spot those students that 
are not wearing them properly? 
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The 55 Wing Safety Office would like to say a big THANK YOU to all who 

participated in our annual Safety Day at Offutt AFB.  It's because of people 

like you (or your representatives), that will help give the active duty military, 

DoD civilians and family members of Offutt AFB a safe and mishap free sum-

mer.  We would love to have you come out next year and will certainly be 

contacting you then =)  We hold our Safety Day every year on the Thursday 

before Memorial Day Weekend.   

 

Thank you again... we really appreciate you!  Please let me know if there is 

anything that we can do to make it a better experience or more beneficial to 

you for next year.   

 

Have a great one! 

  

Becky Gaffney, TSgt, USAF 

NCOIC, Ground Safety  

55 WG/SEG 

294-6357 

I received the following email thank you from the 55th Wing at Offutt Air Force Base regarding 
our assistance in the Base’s annual Safety Day.  I wish to say a big thank you to Jim Westcott, FC 

& George McNary, FSO-HR, for their time in making this a great event. 
 

Barb Westcott, FSO - PA  

Continued on the next page 
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Pictures of the Division 33 Exhibit at 

Cabela’s for their Military Appreciation 

Weekend that coincides with  the start of 

Safe Boating Week.  Jim Westcott, FC-33-1, 

was interviewed by the local news stations. 

 

Pictures by Barb Westcott 
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JUNE Notes 
 

As this section is not just for boating, here is some information from an internet article: 

Information for this fact sheet was provided by : 

From an email that was received 

BY THE INFORMATION BUG 

 

 

From: Michael Henderson - NOAA Federal  
Sent: Sunday, May 26, 2013 10:45 AM 
To: _NMFS SER NavMgr 
Subject: ++2013 Hurricane Season: focus is heavy on storm surge (from NWS Tampa Bay)++ 
  
All: 
The following comments are from Brian Lamarre, meteorologist-in-charge (MIC) for the NWS Tampa Bay  
forecast office. 
 
Please pass to your contacts - important info from Brian.  MEH 
 
=========================== 
 
The following are a few of the "sound bites", or central talking points, from the media interviews I conducted 
last week while at the Tampa EOC on Monday and  Friday at the Hillsborough County EOC media event.  The 
focus is heavy on storm surge.  The sound bites may be useful in any of our interactions with media inquiries 
as we continue our active media/outreach days leading into the 2013 hurricane season.  
  
Brian 
  

        Following past hurricane seasons that delivered significant impacts from Katrina, Ike, Irene, and 

Sandy, the National Weather Service has been testing a new tool to save lives - a storm surge warning. 

        Storm surge is a massive inundation of the coastline, as a tropical storm or hurricane makes 

landfall.  The storm surge, or extreme coastal flooding, can penetrate for several miles inland. 

        The storm surge warning will allow the National Weather Service to provide detailed information - 

in a graphical format - to help others make life-saving decisions.   

        The storm surge warning is a joint effort between the local National Weather Service office - and 
the National Hurricane Center.  We will decide where the greatest threat from storm surge will be lo-

cated, and how much water above ground level may impact locations near you. 

        For anyone living near the coast, storm surge is the #1 killer from a tropical storm or hurri-
cane.  The dangers of storm surge can occur outside of a tropical storm or hurricane warning - which 

is why the National Weather Service is testing a new storm surge warning. 

   
   
Brian LaMarre 
Meteorologist-in-Charge 
National Weather Service - Tampa Bay Area, FL 
  
www.weather.gov/tampa 
Become a fan and follow us on Facebook and Twitter today! 
http://www.facebook.com/US.NationalWeatherService.TampaBay.gov 
http://twitter.com/nwstampabay 
.................................. 
V/R, 
Michael Henderson 

Navigation Manager – S.FL & U.S. Caribbean; Office of Coast Survey 
 

http://www.weather.gov/tampa
http://www.facebook.com/US.NationalWeatherService.TampaBay.gov
http://twitter.com/nwstampabay


 

 

June 2013 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Boating 

Safety Class 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Boating 

Safety Class 

16 17 
1930 hrs 

Flotilla 33-1 

Meeting  

18 19 20 21 22 
Flotilla Picnic 

At Barclay’s 

1630 hrs 

23 
Boating 

Safety Class 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
Boating 

Safety Class 

30       
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JULY 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

Celebrate 

America 

5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 

1930 hrs 

Flotilla 33-1 

Meeting  

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
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