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On Facebook we are found at:
USCGAUX Flotilla 85-33-01

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

10 - 12 March  Spring D-Train

17 March St. Patrick’s Day

20 March Flotilla Meeting

16 April Easter Sunday

22 Avpril Division Meeting , Training
& Awards Dinner

See the calendars and check our website
for possible date changes

INSIDE THIS EDITION

Flotilla Officers

Schedule of Events

Flotilla Commander’s Notes ... ...................
Informational Bulletin . ......................... 4-5

Information Bug .............coociiiiiiiin,
March Calendar

April Calendar

Want to see more pictures?
Please remember to check out the website at:
http://wow.uscgaux.info/WOW signin.php?

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE-PRIVACY ACT OF 1974
The disclosure of the personal information contained in this publi-
cation is subject to the provisions contained in the Privacy Act of
1974. The subject Act, with certain exceptions, prohibits the
disclosure, distribution, dissemination or copying of any material
containing the home addresses, home telephone number, spouses
names and social security numbers, except for official business.
Violations may result in disciplinary action by the Coast Guard
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FLOTILLA COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

8

Commander’s Note
March 2017

Shipmates,

Our first meeting of 2017 is now behind us. Officers have been sworn in and awards presented. |
want to thank everyone for their willingness to serve, in some cases in multiple positions. | want to
especially thank Jim Westcott for stepping in to fill the remainder of 2017 as Vice Flotilla Com-
mander.

As of this date we've completed our first Boating Safety class with 12 attendees, and 12 new gradu-
ates. Jim Westcott, Barclay Stebbins and George McNary facilitated. Thank you all.

Jim Wolfe is working on a couple of training opportunities for the JROTC at Papillion-LaVista as
well as for the Boy Scouts. These will permit us to have a significant impact on safe boating in Ne-
braska. As the details of these events unfold we may be seeking assistance from the instructors to
help complete the training events.

The boating community will soon be hitting the water and Operations will be underway. We want
to make sure everyone that needs hours gets their hours in.

I want to remind everyone of the importance of getting your 7029 hours logged and submitted to
Barclay timely. It doesn't make sense to perform all of these important functions and spend your
time and money and then not get credit for everything you have done. | am sure Barclay will appre-
ciate your attention to this detail.

As always, | am appreciative of all of the efforts everyone is providing in order to make Flotilla One
as productive as can be. | know the boating public and the U.S. Coast Guard appreciate your sacri-
fice.

James
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The following information may be found at the website listed below:
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?
unit=085&category=WHATSNEW

Uperauons Training Officer
BOSNS3 Eric Kvistad

General Remarks

Auxiliary patrol facilities are considered CG assets when under orders.

Operational Commanders (OPCON) have control over all CG assets in their respec-
tive Area of Responsibility (AOR).

In the Western Rivers the OPCON would be either SUMR or SLMR.

Good communications are vital to mission safety and success.

Continued on the next page
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Providing SAR Response

Cases Discovered by Auxiliary Facility
Article 4.1.6.4 of SAR Manual (COMDTINST M16130.2E series)

1. Auxiliary patrol facility discovers disabled vessel NOT already in contact with CG.

2. Auxiliary coxn and crew conducts risk assessment to determine level of assistance
they can safely provide.

. Auxiliary patrol facility notifies Sector of situation and intention to render assistance
before putting lines over on disabled vessel.

. Auxiliary patrol facility notifies Sector after commencing tow and as per established
communications schedule.

e Update GAR score prior to commencing tow.

e Provide the following minimum info to Sector when making initial report:
Location of disabled vessel
Number of POB
Description of disabled vessel
Nature of distress
Nearest safe harbor

If you plan to tow somewhere other than nearest safe harbor provide location
and reason.

e Sector reserves the right to override Auxiliary decision to tow the disabled vessel if
there is an indication of unusual risk or hazard or if Sector has an operational need
to assign the Auxiliary patrol facility to a higher priority mission.

Implementing these procedures results in enhanced coordination of assets, increased
operational safety and better service to the boating public.
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BY THE INFORMATION BUG

By Barb Westcott

MARCH NOTES

http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/sports.shtml

Lightning Safety and Outdoor Sports Activities

It’s a common situation — a thunderstorm is approaching or nearby. Are conditions outside
safe, or is it time to head for safe place? Not wanting to appear overly cautious, many peo-
ple wait far too long before reacting to this potentially deadly weather threat.

Anyone who is outside in the summer needs to understand some basic information about
lightning. Each year, thunderstorms produce an estimated 20 to 25 million cloud-to-ground
lightning flashes in the United States — each one of those flashes is a potential killer. Some
of those flashes strike directly under the storm where it is raining, but some of the flashes
reach out away from the storm where people perceive the lightning threat to be low or non-
existent, and catch people by surprise.

Based on cases documented by the National Weather Service in recent years, about 30 peo-
ple are Kkilled by lightning each year and hundreds more are injured, some suffering devas-
tating neurological injuries that persist for the rest of their lives. About two thirds of the
deaths are associated with outdoor recreational activities.

Officials responsible for sports outdoor activities need to understand thunderstorms and
lightning to make educated decisions on when to seek safety. Without this knowledge, offi-
cials may base their decisions on personal experience and or a desire to complete the activ-
ity. Unfortunately, decisions based on past experience or a desire to complete the activity
can put the lives of those involved at risk.

Continued on the next page
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For organized outdoor activities, the National Weather Service recommends that organizers
have a lightning safety plan and follow it without exception. The plan should give clear and
specific safety guidelines to eliminate errors in judgment. These guidelines should address
the following questions.

When should activities be stopped?

Where should people go for safety?

When should activities be resumed?

Who should monitor the weather and make the decision to stop activities?
What should be done if someone is struck by lightning?

Before an activity or event, organizers should listen to the latest forecast to determine the likelihood
of thunderstorms. There are many good sources of up-to-date weather information including NOAA
Weather Radio. If thunderstorms are forecast, organizers should consider canceling or postponing
the activity or event. In some cases, the event can be moved indoors. Once people start to arrive at an
event, the guidelines in the lightning safety plan should be followed. Officials should monitor
weather conditions, weather radar, and lightning detection technology for developing or approaching
storms. Below is some information to consider when making a lightning safety plan. In addition,
NOAA has developed lightning safety toolkits for organizations and venues to use in making a plan.
Below are some of the considerations in making a lightning safety plan.

When should activities be stopped?

In general, a significant lightning threat extends outward from the base of a thunderstorm cloud
about 6 to 10 miles. It’s important to account for the time it will take for everyone to get to safety.
Here are some criteria that could be used to stop activities.

If you see lightning. The ability to see lightning varies depending on the time of day, weather
conditions, and obstructions such as trees, mountains, etc. In clear air, and especially at
night, lightning can be seen from storms more than 10 miles away provided that obstruc-
tions don’t limit the view of the thunderstorm.

If you hear thunder. Thunder can usually be heard for a distance of about 10 miles provided
that there is no background noise. Traffic, wind, and precipitation may limit the ability to
hear thunder to less than 10 miles. If you hear thunder, though, it’s a safe bet that the storm
is within ten miles.

If the skies look threatening. Thunderstorms can develop directly overhead and some storms
may develop lightning just as they move into an area.

Continued on the next page
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Where should people go for safe shelter?

There is no place outside that is safe when a thunderstorm is in the area. Stop the activity immedi-
ately and get to a safe place immediately. Substantial buildings with wiring and plumbing provide the
greatest amount of protection. Office buildings, schools, and homes are examples of buildings that
would offer good protection. Once inside, stay away from windows and doors and anything that con-
ducts electricity such as corded phones, wiring, plumbing, and anything connected to these. Note that
small outdoor buildings including dugouts, rain shelters, sheds, etc., are NOT SAFE. In the ab-
sence of a substantial building, a hard-topped metal vehicle with the windows closed provides good
protection.

When should activities be resumed?

Because electrical charges can linger in clouds after a thunderstorm has seemingly passed, experts
agree that people should wait at least 30 minutes after the last thunder before resuming outdoor ac-
tivities.

Who should monitor the weather and make decisions?

Lightning safety plans should specify that someone be designated to monitor the weather for
lightning. The lightning monitor should not be the coach, umpire, or referee, because these
people will be busy and can’t adequately monitor conditions. The lightning monitor must
know the plan’s guidelines and be empowered to assure that the guidelines are followed.

What should be done if someone is struck by lightning?

Most victims can survive a lightning strike; however, they need immediate medical attention.
Call 911 for medical help. Victims do not carry an electrical charge. In many cases, the vic-
tim’s heart and/or breathing may have stopped. CPR or an AED may be needed to revive
them. Continue to monitor the victim until medical help arrives. If possible, move the victim
to a safer place inside away from the threat of another lightning strike.

More information:

You can find more information by going to the following url: http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/
sports.shtml, then look for the following brochure and contact information:

Lightning Safety for You and Your Family brochure

Local lightning or weather safety information: contact the nearest National \Weather Ser-
vice Office near you



http://www.nws.noaa.gov/os/lightning/resources/lightning-safety.pdf
http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/contact.htm
http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/contact.htm
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